“TEMPLARY IS THE NEW TESTAMENT OF MASONRY” 


a THE TEMPLAR os 


A FRIENDLY VOICE OF TEMPLAR INTEREST TO KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 


Official publication of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar and the Appendant Orders of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island 


Grorcr A. WeEKS, Grand Recorder *. Hannte M. Tarr, Grand Commander 
Volume 7 January 1954 No e2 


EMINENT SIRS AND SIR KNIGHTS: 


As many of you know, I have long felt that there is much merit in Templar visit- 
ing. That mny of you also feel the same way is evidenced by the large suites which 
seem to be the rule at Inspections this year. Ge is 

To the local Commandery, a good turn-out of visitors proves a real inspiration, 
and what better publicity can we have than for word to get around a community that — 
there was standing room only at the Commndery Conclave? To Past Commnders who turn 
out, there is the lift that comes with renewing old friendships, and by keeping in 
touch with changes as they take place, there is less likelihood of one becoming a 
"has-been", For the line officers who visit, there is the opportunity to learn = to 
See how someone elsé does the same work that you do ~- and here, too, is the chance to 
meet your corresponding officer in sister Commanderies, which can mean much to you as 
the years go by and you advance together. For the regular Sir Knights on the side= 
lines, visiting can mean one of the best means of fellowship I know of. To sit around 
the table, to enjoy food as it is differently cooked and served, +o exchange exper= 
iences with the Sir Knights across from you, end to witness the work in different 
asylums, can be one of the real enjoyments you can get from Templary. vi 

Along this same line, I would encourage exchange visits between Commanderies. 
Some other Masonic bodies find triangular visitations very suocessful. The idea is 
well worth being tried to a greater extent in our Order. Where a Commndery is 86 
looated as to mke it practicél, exchange visits With nearby Commnderies of other 
jurisdictions might well be tried. (This can be arranged by dispensation, if you are 
going to do any work.) It is that which is just @ little different from the usual 
which helps to get more Sir Knights on the sidelines - it has advertising value, 

(The visitation idea should not be used to make it necessary for officers to learn 
and put on the ritual themselves.) 

I hope you will continue to assure large suites at Inspections, and the time 
Schedule has been so arranged as to mke it easy for ym. With dinner at 6:30) no 
long speeches, and closing by 9:15, you should have little diffioulty in attendirg any 
Inspection within 40 miles and be home at a very reasonable hour.s , 

I hope to be seeing YOU as I visit about. 


Courteously, 4 
HARRIE M. TAFT, Grand Commnder. 


HISTORICAL NOTE FROM CALVARY COMMANDERY No.13¢ 
Au our November Conclave, we were greatly honored in having as our guests Rt. Ems 
Sir Alton S. Johnson, Grand Commnder of Maine; Rt. Em. Sir John Masterton, Gyand 
Commnder of Connecticut; Rt. Em. Sir Harrie M. Taft, Grand Commnder of Massachusetts 
and Rhede Island. They took part in ritual at the triangle on Sir Philip S. Webber, 
our star candidate for November. To the best of our kmowledge, this event was unpre- 
cedented in the annals of Calvary, and) inquiry has failed to bring to light a similar 
happening in other Commanderies. Sir Knights, it truly was one of those things you 
read about but never see or take part in, 9nd happens only once ina lifetime. Those 
of you who were not present at our November Conclave missed an historical event in 
Calvary, where there is something doing all the time. Come down and get into the 
swing of things, 

Ray Trusdale, Commander. 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE ADDRESS OF SIR KNIGHT WILLIAM CATRON GORDON, MOST EMINENT GRAND 
MASTER OF THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AT OUR ANNUAL CONCLAVE, HELD IN BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31,1955 


This is the time when the Grand Master talks shop. That's what wa are engaged in 
at these Conclaves = to discuss the business and the plans and things of that sort. 
I want to talk to you briefly about the Templar work and what it means, what some of 
its objectives are and what its plans for the future are. This Grand Jurisdiction 
occupies a unique position. You are the dean of all the Jurisdictions of the Grand 
Encampment. You were organized in 1805. You occupy the first position in seniority, 
therefore, mturally, other Jurisdictions look up to Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
because of thet deanship position *nd your long experience in Templary; because you 
are actively at work, and your loyalty and your results are commendable. 


We have two objectives. No organization is worth much unless it does have some 
worthwhile objectives, and every proper organization that continues to do construo- 
tive work does have its objectives. One of those, of course, is our Educational 
Foundation. In recent years Massachusetts and Rhode Island have taken a front place 
in the work of the Educational Foundation. You are among the 20% who are making use 
of this fund. It is apparent from the reports that about 80% of all the loans that 
have been made in recent years have been made by 20% of the Jurisdictions. We want 
to see you continue those activities and increase the putting owt of those loans to 
worthy applicants. 


The other objective is a newer one. It has been referred to here this morning as 
the work of the Patriotic Activities Committee. There are some who think that you 
can't crowd patriotism down the throats of individuals. It is not expected of you to 
do that. At least we can arouse ourselves from an attitude of complacency and help 
in @ positive way to bring the real meaning of allegiance to our country through 
patriotic activities. Now they say that a Knight Templar or a Mason doesn't need any 
suggestions of that sort - that he is 4a good citizen, or ought to be, if he is a Mason. 
Sometimes we forget the things that wo are privileged to enjoy and the things we ought 
to exercise. We get a little complacent. For example, we don't always go to elec- 
tions and vote our choice even on minor mtters; yet we would raise a great outory if 
Somebody took that privilege away from us. 


We are confronted with this sinister ani insidious ideology we call by the name of 
Communism. There are charges back and forth that they infiltrate our schools, and 
even the ministry. We don't know, but it is an insidious thing. They form a high- 
Sounding organization end some do join, to their sorrow, and later find out that the 
Purpose was not what it was supposed to be. That is part of their theory, that is 
part of their strategy = to entice people into these things. Communism denies the 
one thing that we, as Masons, believe in with 411 our hearts = the existence of One 
Supreme Being and the Prince of Peace ani the teachings of the Master. They have no 
use for that. There is an opportunity for us to try to combat some of that influence. 
As Templars, as Masons, we can be active in counteracting those things. That is 
something for us to think about. There is room for defense of our public schools ,and 
that is something we believe in as Masons. The work of the public schools should be 
supported with continuing strength as a free democratio institution. We want your” 
Fatriotio Activities Committees to think about those things am help to preserve our 
American way of life = the greatest ever lnown. We have been blessed beyond measure 
by the Almighty in this system of goverrment. We can't be complacent and let those 
things be taken from us. You must preserve them; you must use them. 


Grand Encampment Review: 


Ihave been trying to see that more participate in reading the Grand Encampment 
Review. It is not intended solely for the members. I advocate that Commnderies sub- 
scribe to that mgazine. It is 50¢a quarter, four issues a year, Subscribe to it 
for your officers, 
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By the way, one of the most effective ways of promoting your Grand Commandery and 
your Constituent Commnderies is to have a publication of your own, even if it is only 


mimeogra phed. 


I refer to your publication, "THE TEMPLAR." 


By putting out these items 


of news in & very simple way = it needn't be elaborate = you revive ths membership and 


loyalty of your Commanderies. 


Demits and Suspensions; 


We find over the country entirely too many demits 


ni suspensions for non-payment 


of dues. You can prevent an excess in demits ami suspensions if you make it inter- 
esting for these Knights in the Commandery, by finding something for them to doe You 


won't have so many say, "Oh, well, what's the sense of paying my dues?" 
isdictions it is getting to be rather appalling. 


try to prevent and regain. 


Triennial Conclave: 


In some Jur- 
I think that is something we should 


Now we are going to have a big Conclave in New York City in 1955, and we want a 


great, big, fine Parade. 


We want our banners, our crosses, our United States flag; 


we want marching knights with the plumes, with ths chapeaiis, with the crosses on 
their swords and their baldrics, and the insignia on their uniforms; to testify to 
our belief and allegiance to the Prince of Peace, the great Captain of our Salvation. 
I am hoping when we come to New York in 1955 that we will have a great contingent 


from Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


I have enjoyed my visit to your Grand Conclave,and I know that yo &re going to 


uphold the Banner of Templary. 
you,@nd my own wish, is that 


You are goimg to progress, and my own feeling for 
you may secomplish all of your worthwhile objectives 


and continue to lift high the banner of our Christian Order. 
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The Chairman of the Membership Committee 
of Grand Commndery, Sir Knight Frank H. 
Wilson, R.E.P.G.C., wishes to thank the 
following remaining Commnderies for add- 
ing his name to their miling list™so he 
will be able to give them proper credit 
each month for the number of new peti- 
tions appearing on their notices: #6,#11, 
#12, #19, #24, #27, #31, #34, #37, #45 
and #46. He now receives all notices 
from every Commandery except two. He 
ho'pes these two will add his rame to 
their list this coming month. 


MAS OIS IN KOREA 


Eleven Masons serving with the Seoond 
(Indianhead) Division in Korea, formed 
the Indianhead Square am Compass Club 
in February, 1952. A year later found 
this military Masonic Club with more 
than 100 members = Brethren practicing 
the principles of the Fraternity under 
the most difficult conditions and trying 
circumstances . 
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SUM TRICK, HUH! 
A min has to be something of a contortion- 
ist to amount to anything these days. Ho 
has to put his shoulder to the wheel,keep 
his eye on the ball and ear to the ground 
with his back to the wall; at the same 
time he must Mve both feet on the ground, 
keep a level head, a stiff upper lip, 
whistle while he works, and stay in there 
pitching as he looks for the silver lining 
with his head in the cloudst 


ATTENTION, EMINENT COMMANDERS 


Don't forget to fill out and return your 
REPORT ON THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING AND GOOD 
CHEER == which form was mailed to you on 
December 26th. sy 

This informtion is necessary to complete 
our Right Eminent Grand Commander's Of- 
ficial Order. 


THR TRMPLAR wishes all Commideriés and 
their officers a happy and pros perous 
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" COMMANDERIES 


St. Johns 

Boston 

Newbury 
Washingto 
Worcester loounty 


Calvary 
Haverhill 

Gld Colony 
Sutton 

Bethany 
Winslow Lewis | 
Jerusalen 

Hugh de Payens 
Dt. Omer 
Berkshire 
Connecticut Valley 
Woonsocket 
God. de Bouillon 
Joseph Warren. 
Narragansett 
Bristol 
Northampton 
South Shore 
Trinity 
Natick 
Coeur de Lion 
Gethsemane 
Olivet 

Athol 

Bay State. 
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a Paul 
Bsauseant 
Cambridge 
bethlehen 


T.G. Webb 
sir Galahad 
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Courteously yours, 
FRANK HH. WILSON, 
ipman Ney 
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